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Introduction to the Compilation, Format, and Use of the
Mingud fajiao gikan wénxian jichéng E< B (#HHA T SCBREE AL

Erik J. Hammerstrom
Indiana University, Bloomington'

In the autumn of 2006, a team of scholars led by HUANG Xianian & &
published the Mingud fdjido gikan wénxian jichéng ERB(FHZHEATISCBREERY, or
Complete Collection of Republican-Era® Buddhist Periodical Literature (hereafter
referred to as the MFQ). The publication of the MFQ was followed a little over a year
later by the publication of the Mingud fojiao gikan wénxian jichéng biibian <[5 HA
FISCBREERL - %4, or Supplement to the Complete Collection of Republican-Era
Buddhist Periodical Literature (hereafter referred to as MFQB). In total, this collection
runs to 295 volumes, including 8 volumes of indices. This massive work represents an
enormous step forward in the materials available to scholars of Chinese Buddhism in the
early 20" century. This period witnessed some of the greatest and swiftest changes in
Chinese Buddhism, and with this collection we now have a resource for studying those
changes in greater detail than was possible before. The goal of this essay is to provide a
brief introduction to this collection, its history, and its use. It ends with a few words on
some of the work based on this collection that we could hope to see in the coming years.

1. Compilation of the MFQ

Given the size of this collection, it may come as a surprise that work on its
compilation did not begin until November of 2005, less than a year before the MFQ came
out. According to the account on the publisher’s website, written by one of the assistant
editors, LI Ydngqudn Z=}5 R, ° the impetus for this project came from a Mr. SONG 7 at

" This essay was written in the spring of 2008 while I was a visiting scholar at Dharma Drum Buddhist
College in Taiwan. I am grateful for the opportunity to have been able to do research at such a fine
institution, and would like to thank everyone there most warmly for their kindness and generosity. I would
also like to thank Beverley Foulks, who commented on an earlier draft of this essay. Portions of this essay
were used in the Dharma Drum Buddhist College information page on this collection:
http://www.ddbc.edu.tw/zh/special collections/republican journals intro.html (Accessed 2008.5.25)

? In this essay, the period of time referred to as the ‘Republic’ runs from 1912 to 1949. Here I am
following the standard historical practice of mainland Chinese scholars, including the editors of the MFQ
and MFQB. In Taiwan, they continue to use the Republican Era in their dating system, making 2007 the 96
year of Republic, for example.

3 http://www.hdbook.com/main/ArticleShow.asp? ArtID=883 & ArtClassID=5 (Accessed: 2008.3.27) The
following information on the history of the compilation of the MFQ was taken from this account. Here I
summarize the most salient points. The account contains further information that may be useful to the
scholar, such as partial lists of which periodicals came from where. Information on the publishing of the
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the Beijing Library Press. He had been impressed by the work of HUANG Xianian, a
Chinese scholar of Buddhist studies who had gathered data on the titles and contents of
160 different Buddhist periodicals from the Republican Period. It was Mr. SONG’s hope
that these periodicals could be collected and made available to the world as a published
work. The Press contacted HUANG, who agreed to become the Chief Editor for the
project.

The editors’ first step was to search the Chinese National, Shanghai, and Beijing
University Libraries, as well as some twenty medium-sized provincial and national
libraries. HUANG Xianian also contributed many periodicals from the collection
belonging to him and his father, HUANG Xinchuan &(»)I[, who is also a scholar of
Chinese Buddhism. After this first step, the editors began to look into private collections.
Because of his contacts in the Buddhist community, HUANG Xianian was able to gain
access to a large number of collections that may have been otherwise off-limits. These
included the collections of private individuals, as well as those held in the archives of
various temples and monasteries.

The editors’ work was also greatly facilitated by the assistance of WENG Lianxi
4578#% of Taipei’s Palace Museum. A famous collector, WENG was able to arrange for
the editors of the MFQ to meet with still more private collectors both in Taiwan and the
mainland, and to gain access to their collections. Master Hsingyun &35 of Taiwan’s
Féguang Shan {#5% (L[ contributed several items from his collection. Periodicals were
also borrowed from scholars in Japan.

As the team neared the end of their search, they received word that Xuanzang 2
% University, the Buddhist Academy of China 57 {225, and several temples had
found in their collections issues of periodicals they had been missing. By the autumn of
2006, less than a year after they had begun their efforts, it was decided to publish what
they had accumulated by that point. HUANG and his team sent their work to Mr. SONG at
the Press for publication. Thus far they had gathered complete runs of a number of
periodicals, but they had still found no trace of 17 periodicals from HUANG’s original list.
For another 29 periodicals they had only been able to find one issue each. HUANG
decided that despite these lacunae they would go forward with publication of the MFQ,
which officially took place in October. This collection contained issues of an impressive
150 periodicals, but they already had plans to publish a supplement.

Over the next year, the editors continued to collect periodicals, a process that was
helped by the publicity their project received after the MFQ was published. By December
of 2007, they published the MFQB, which added 83 new periodicals and filled in the
gaps of 56 periodicals that appeared in the MFQ. The two collections now hold 233
periodicals, 150 of which are complete runs. The MFQB also added some extra
information in the indices, which shall be discussed in further detail below.

It should be noted that there are still a few Buddhist periodicals from the
Republican period not contained in either collection, meaning that if we are lucky and
they are still extant, then there will be another supplement printed sometime in the future.

MFQB was taken from the preface to that collection written by Huang Xianian on December 12, 2007,
which appears at the beginning of MFQB 84.
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2. The Periodicals in the MFQ and MFQB

The 233 periodicals in this collection were originally printed in different regions
by individuals and groups, all of whom had different goals. The format of the periodicals
also differs, even between issues of the same periodical. Those interested in studying the
geographic distribution of these periodicals should turn to MFQB 84, which includes a
breakdown of periodicals by region, along with a bar graph of that same information.
This data tells us, for example, that one-quarter of the Buddhist periodicals published
during the Republic were printed in Shanghai. If we add the periodicals published in
Anhui, Jiangsu and Zhejiang, we find that close to 45% of the Buddhist periodicals from
the Republican Era were published in the lower Yangzi region. The remaining three-
fifths were distributed over a wide area, with heavy concentrations in Guangdong,
Sichuan, Fujian, and Hubei. Less prosperous regions were not left out, and the collection
contains issues of at least one periodical each from the provinces of Gansu, Yunnan, Jilin
and others. Periodicals published outside of the Chinese mainland were also included in
the collection, and there are issues of at least one periodical each from Taiwan, Hong
Kong, Macau, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, Myanmar, and Singapore.

HUANG says that this collection holds periodicals from 1911 to 1949, but I have
seen an issue of a periodical in the collection that was published in 1892," and issues of
two other periodicals that go all the way to the late1950’s.” The vast majority of
periodicals in this collection were, however, published in the 1920’s, 30’s, and 40’s.
Although the number of periodicals published in the first decade of the Republic was
small, their number grew gradually over the years, reaching one peak before the War of
Resistance kicked into high gear in 1937. A larger number of periodicals shut down
entirely during the War, while some others continued publishing despite the difficult
times faced by their publishers. Some of these moved their offices to Sichuan and/or
Chongqing. With the end of the War, several periodicals resumed publication, being
joined by an ever-increasing number of newly founded periodicals. This made the brief
period between the War of Resistance and the Civil War a time of great activity in the
world of Buddhist publishing.

Given the numerous domestic and international challenges facing China during
the Republic, it should come as little surprise that the majority of periodicals from that
period had fairly short life spans. I looked through a sampling of about one-fifth of the
collection, and found that over 40% of them lasted less than three years. Less than 20%,
or one in five, lasted longer than ten years, and my sample included most of the longest-
running periodicals. Admittedly this is not a statistically precise evaluation, but in
general it can be said that the vast majority of Buddhist periodicals at this time were only
printed for a couple of years.

* Feilin nishit zhuanjibu tekan 355G E 2E 50501 (Special Edition of the Collected Tales Section from
the Books of the Dharma Wheel), MFQB 83.

> These are the Shanghai-based Juéxin yuékan %515 F] (Awakening News Monthly), which ran from
1947 to 1955 (MFQ 103; MFQB 78-79), and Honghua yuékan 5,1k H T1] (Propagation Monthly), which
ran from 1941 to 1958 (MFQ 98, 136-137; MFQB 68-73).
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Although they tended not to last very long, many of the periodicals were fairly
bulky publications. Of the periodicals in my sample, about half of them averaged
between 11 and 60 pages per issue, while another 40% averaged over 60 pages per issue.
Shorter periodicals tended to be more rare. There also appeared to be no correspondence
between a periodical’s length and the number of years for which it was published. For
example, the Hdichdo yin ;&% , arguably the most important Buddhist periodical
during the Republic and certainly the longest running, tended to be quite long, averaging
well over 60 pages per issue. The equally important and nearly equally long-lived
Buddhist newspaper the Foxué banyué kan {#:22-f- 5 ] (Buddhist Bimonthly), which
was printed in runs of 10,000 or more, averaged only ten pages per issue.

These periodicals were published by a variety of different groups. Some were run
by commercial groups such as Shanghai Buddhist Books & {#E2ZE fF), which
published the Foxué banyué kan, as well as several other periodicals. Many of the
numerous regional Buddhist associations that were springing up during the years of the
Republic also printed their own periodicals. It seemed that producing a periodical of
one’s own was often one of the first undertakings carried out by nascent Buddhist
organizations, with the first issue often carrying the bylaws of the organization for which
it would serve as the mouthpiece. In addition to the many Buddhist regional organizations
that came and went during the first half of the 20" century, there were also a number of
Buddhist lay associations (jishi lin &1:#f) that appeared around China, and many of
these started their own periodicals. Finally, there were periodicals associated with
particular temples or famous monks. It is a well-known fact that the Hdichdo yin was
always closely associated with Taixd A3z, but there were many other periodicals that
functioned to spread the teachings of a particular individual or school. An example of this
would be the Hongfd shé kan 5,711 (Periodical of the Dharma Propagation Society),
which served as a vehicle for the thoughts of Master Dixidn Z%5f and was published at
his temple, Guanzong si #15%5F in Ningbo from 1928 to 1937.

Given the differences in the motivations and resources of the groups behind these
periodicals, it is obvious that they would be very different in form. As a result, there was
no standard format for periodicals throughout the Republican Period. Some periodicals
contained pictures of people and places, while many did not. Some periodicals carried
advertisements, such as Singapore’s Fdjiao yu foxué (#2732 (Buddhism and
Buddhist®), which routinely carried advertisements for tiger balm and local restaurants.
Some periodicals carried articles by a large number of authors, while others (usually the
more short-lived ones) held the work of just a few individuals.

There was a lot of overlap between periodicals, and even between periodicals and
published books. It was not uncommon for an article from one periodical, such as the
Hdichdo ytn, to be reprinted without acknowledgement in another periodical. Sometimes
there was a lag of several years between first and subsequent printings, but in some cases
a single article was carried in three or more periodicals in the same year. Such
occurrences are good for the historian because knowing what articles were popular tells
us something about what people were thinking about at the time. Such overlap is also

% This is the title of the periodical, as it appears in English on the cover.
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useful on a practical level, such as in cases where characters of one version in the MFQ
version are too blurry or too small to read.

Not only was there overlap between periodicals, but between periodicals and
books as well. It was not uncommon for a monograph to be serialized in a periodical, or
for a popular serialized article to be republished later as a monograph. TANG Dayuan’s &
KIE] Weéishi de kéxué fangfa MESRAYFHE 772 (The Scientific Method of Consciousness-
Only) was first published as a monograph in 1925. TANG added a third section to it and in
1929 it appeared in the Hdichdo yin in two parts.” The following year it was republished,
with the additions, as a monograph by the Shanghai Lay Buddhist Association _F &
J&+-#K. Such cases were common.

3. The Structure of the MFQ and MFQB

Because of the speed with which it was compiled, the MFQ, and to a much lesser
extent the MFQB, are a little disorganized. This disorganization can take a little getting
used, but once one understands the structure of this collection (which will be treated here
as a whole), and the tools it contains, it is fairly easy to find what one is looking for. That
said let us take a closer look at the structure of the collection. What follows is a
discussion of that structure in narrative form, and there is also a table at the end of this
essay, which lists the various parts of the collection, including the contents of the indices.

The MFQ and MFQB are each numbered separately, with the index volumes to
each collection coming at the end of the series (205 to 209 for the MFQ, and 84 to 86 for
the MFQB). The layout of both series is a little unclear in that it is hard to determine what
criteria the editors used to put the periodicals into the order that they are in. In the MFQ,
after 135 volumes of periodicals, there is a supplement (buibian %§4s), which runs from
volumes 136 to 146. This section is part of the serial numbering of the MFQ and should
not be confused with MFQB. It is a “supplement” in that in contains further issues of
many periodicals collected elsewhere in the MFQ, in addition to some periodicals that do
not appear earlier in the collection. Volumes 147 through 204 are taken up by the
complete run of the Hdichdo yin.

Volume 205 of the MFQ begins that series’ indices. It contains a preface by
Chief Editor HUANG Xianidn in which he primarily discusses the importance of the
Buddhist periodicals for expanding our understanding the modernization of Chinese
Buddhism. This is followed by a table of contents, which lists the periodicals in the
collection in the order in which they appear. After this there are 50 pages of information
on the periodicals themselves. When we are lucky, these notices contain information on
the chronology of the periodical, who its editors were, where it was published, and even a
little about its tone. The quality of these brief sketches, however, runs from
comprehensive in a few cases to nonexistent in other ones. This issue has been addressed
for many periodicals in the similar section of the MFQB (MFQB 84) where the
availability of a greater number of issues from certain periodicals gave the editors more
data to work with. When periodicals covered in MFQ 205 are also covered in MFQB 84,

" Part 1, Hdichdo yin, vol. 10, no. 5 (1929), MFQ 172.493-517; Part 2, Hdichdo yin, vol. 10, no. 6 (1929),
MEFQ 173.29-57.



Introduction to the B (FHEZEAFISCBERT Erik Hammerstrom
-FOR FREE CIRCULATION-

the information in the MFQB surpasses that found in the MFQ. If one is serious about
really understanding the nature of a particular periodical one should, of course, simply go
to the actual periodicals themselves, as this is where the editors obtained most of their
information.

The remainder of MFQ 205, as well as the entirety of MFQ 206, is taken up with
a Table of Contents, which gives the title, author, and page number for (nearly) every
article contained in the MFQ, listed in the order in which they appear. MFQ 207 and 208
comprise a Title Index, in which one can look up an article by the first character of its
title. This is arranged alphabetically by pinyin. MFQ 209, the final volume of the series
is an Author Index, which is set up in the same way as the title index.

The first 83 volumes of the MFQB contain the periodicals, and just as with the
MEFQ, it is hard to determine by what criteria they organized the collection. MFQB 84,
after a preface by HUANG Xianidn, begins that series’ indices. The first section after the
preface is a list of periodicals by geographic region, starting with Beijing, running
through the regions with the most periodicals, and ending with Japan and Korea (for
which there is one periodical each). This is followed by a bar graph giving the number of
periodicals for each region. After this comes a very useful union list of all the issues of a
given periodical that are held in the MFQ and MFQB, which tells what volume they are
in. This is arranged alphabetically by pinyin. This section is followed by 75 pages of
information on the periodicals themselves. It is arranged in a manner similar to the
corresponding section of MFQ 205, but only appears to cover those periodicals with
issues in the MFQB. At the end of each entry it says what issues are held in the
collection, and whether they are in the MFQ or the MFQB. The remainder of MFQB 84
is taken up with a Table of Contents organized in the same manner as MFQ 205-206.
The final two volumes of the MFQB (85 and 86) contain a Title Index and an Author
Index, which are also organized alphabetically by pinyin, just as in the similar indices for
the MFQ.

4. Using the MFQ and MFQB
A. Indices: Finding what you need

Together the MFQ and MQB contain nearly 150,000 pages of material.® With a
collection this size, there should be, and there are, several different ways of looking for
information. Unfortunately, given the sloppiness of some aspects of this collection, the
scholar should never rely on only one of them unless she gets what she needs on the first
try. If one is looking for a particular article or author, the first place to start should be the
digital indices. A large PDF file of the Title Index for the MFQ is freely available from
the publisher’s website.” This file is searchable using traditional characters, but it gives
only the article’s volume number and starting page in the MFQ. For information on the
name, year, and volume and issue numbers of the periodical the article appears in you

¥ This is a gross estimation on my part. There are 288 volumes of periodicals in the combined series, and
each volume contains about 520 pages of material, which yields roughly 150,000 pages.

? http://www.hdbook.com/main/ (Accessed 2008.5.11) My thanks to Gregory Scott of Columbia University
for bringing this resource to my attention.
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must find that MFQ volume and page number in the Table of Contents (MFQ 205 and
206). In addition to facilitating quick searches, the digital version of the Title Index also
allows you to find key terms in the titles of various periodicals. The digital index shares
one drawback with its print counterpart and that is that not all of the articles that appear
in the Table of Contents appear in the Title Index. If you are sure that a certain article
exists and you know the name of the author, you should check the Author Index (MFQ
209). This, however, is also occasionally incomplete.

There is a searchable PDF index for the MFQB as well, available from the
publisher. This digital index is much more comprehensive than the one for the MFQ. It
includes periodical information, along with title, author, and location in the MFQB,
giving both the starting and ending page numbers. This index, which should be searched
using simplified characters, also classifies articles by genre.

Dharma Drum Buddhist College in Taiwan is currently preparing a full digital
index for both the MFQ and MFQB, which will include an estimated 20-30% more
information than contained in the two publishers’ indices. This extra information comes
from the fact that this index will list many poems and other shorter items, including
information on their authors, which were overlooked in the compilation of the previous
print and digital indices. When this becomes available as an online search tool sometime
in 2009 will certainly make the task of searching the collection much more convenient.

If none of the digital indices are available at the moment, one can use the print
indices for the collection starting with author or title. This is useful even when using the
digital versions. For example, you cannot easily know how many articles in the MFQ are
attributed to Taixd by using the digital index, as you would get the results mixed in with
all of the articles with his name in the title. You can, however, scan the pages of the
Author Index by sight and figure out that there are something on the order of 1200 items
in the MFQ attributed to Taixdi. This makes him the most prolific author in the collection
by far. You can also look through these pages to see who else had a similar output. The
Shanghai-based Buddhist layman and publisher FAN Gu’néong 55 &5 & seems to hold
second place, with over 600 items attributed to him.

Thus far we have looked at how to search for a specific article or author, but
sometimes one is not looking for a specific article or author, but needs to look through
parts or all of the run of a certain periodical. If this is the case, one should begin one’s
search in the third section of MFQB 84 where all the periodicals are listed by pinyin.
This will tell you which volumes of which series hold your periodical. This is an
essential first step as a surprising number of periodicals can be found in three or more
locations in the MFQ and MFQB.

B. Things to Watch Out For

Given the fact that the 209 volumes of the MFQ were put together in under a year,
and the 86 volumes of the MFQB in just over a year, the fact that there are problems in
the MFQ and MFQB should come as no surprise. Here I will highlight six issues that
anyone who uses this collection should be aware of. It is fairly easy to work around some
of these issues, while in other cases one may have to buy a ticket to China.
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The first issue, which is obvious to anyone who has read through more than a few
articles in the MFQ, is that of blurry pages. It seems that some of the copying was done
in a hurry and as a result an almost appalling number of pages are illegible. Based on my
own experience, | would estimate that the number of totally illegible pages approaches
about 1% of the MFQ. The MFQB is much better on this score, and I have come across
no blurred pages yet, though I must admit I have used this part of the collection much less
than the MFQ. When one is confronted with a totally illegible page, either due to blurring
or because the characters are miniscule, or a combination of both, one can always try to
see if the article one needs was reprinted in another periodical (as mentioned above). If
this does not help, and the article is important, you can always check to see if there is a
library stamp on the cover page of the issue you are working with. Many large and
medium-size libraries stamped their periodicals and it is often possible to use these
stamps to find out where the original is held. From there it is just a short hop from
wherever you are to mainland China, or Taiwan, or Japan...

The second issue is only a problem if you are taking the bibliographical data for
your articles from the Table of Contents Index and not from the copies of the periodicals
themselves. In some cases the periodical title in the Table of Contents is mislabeled. An
example of this is the entire run of the Yudnyin yuékan [El5% H 1] (Comprehensive Voice
Buddhist Monthly),'’ which is incorrectly labeled as Juéqiin zhoubao *2EEHEE (Chuh
Ching Weekly'") in MFQ 206. Be sure to double check that the title of the periodical you
are looking at is the same as it is listed in the Table of Contents. As with the issue of
blurred pages, this problem seems to be more or less absent from the MFQB.

The third issue applies to both the print and digital index. When searching for
author names, be sure to use different variations, as not all authors were listed in the same
way in each periodical. For example, articles by FAN Gi’nong, whom we encountered
above, are listed under his complete name and also simply Gi’nong . As the
surnames of many Buddhist authors are often dropped like this in bylines, it is usually
easier to simply to omit the surname and search for an author’s given or Buddhist name.
In some cases there are also character mistakes, which is especially a problem for the
digital index of the MFQ. One example: The final character of the name of YANG Ditang
A was sometimes mistaken rendered as chdng .

The fourth issue is that, particularly with the MFQ, not every article is listed in
each index. It is likely that most of the gaps are in the Title and Author Indices. I do not
know if this is a problem with the MFQB as well, but when using either part of the
collection be sure to check multiple indices when possible, and do not rely solely on the
digital indices to tell you when something is not there.

We have already covered the fifth issue, which is the fact that the periodicals are
not always located together. As a result, if you are dealing with a specific periodical, start
with the list found in MFQB 84. An example of this is the publications of Shanghai’s
Shijie fojiao jushilin tH 5 {#Z f&+-Fk (World Lay Buddhist Association), which appear
in six different places in the MFQ and MFQB. They may have been broken up because
not all of the periodicals had the same name, which brings us to the final issue of which
those who use the MFQ and MFQB should be aware.

12 Vols. 1-10 (1947), MFQ 103.169-542.
" This is the title of the periodical as it appears in English on the cover.



Introduction to the B (FHEZEAFISCBERT Erik Hammerstrom
-FOR FREE CIRCULATION-

In addition to being located in different volumes of the MFQ and MFQB,
periodicals may also be listed under different names. In several cases periodicals
changed their names, and the list in MFQB 84 does not always make it clear when one
periodical is simply an extension of a prior periodical. For example, at the end of 1934,
Féjiao zazhi {#208EE (Buddhism Magazine) changed its name to the Shanxi fojiao zdzhi
LPE (#2042 (Shanxi Buddhism Magazine). Each magazine appears in two locations
in the MFQ, and there is no indication in the union list in MFQB 84 that they were
connected. This fact is not explained in the periodical information section of MFQ 205
either, and as no new issues of this periodical were found for the MFQB, there is no
updated entry there for this magazine. Although MFQB 84 does not identify when the
same magazine went by multiple names, it does differentiate between magazines with the
same name published in different areas, as in the case of the Fdjiao zdzhi from Shanxi
and the one from Shanghai. This is a very helpful feature when dealing with one of the
dozen periodicals that shared their name with that of at least one other periodical.

5. Conclusion: Hopes for the Future

Despite its drawbacks, the MFQ and MFQB are still a truly remarkable collection.
The editors have assembled a wealth of data, and for the most part organized it
exceptionally well. The multiple indices, especially those provided in the MFQB, make
this collection not only valuable but also useful. This collection gives us more than just a
glimpse into the lives and minds of Chinese Buddhist over the course of the first half of
the 20™ century. As this collection has only recently become available, few scholars have
yet used it to any extent in their research. Once they do, I am sure we will see even more
studies of the history of early 20th-century Buddhism. Periodicals, and the historical
information they contain, are periodic by nature—they tend to reflect the most dominant
concerns of individuals in the short term—but the length of time covered by this
collection (over 40 years) allows one to understand how those concerns changed over the
course of the turbulent decades of the Republican Period. There are many things that one
could do with this collection, and I close this essay by citing just a few of the possible
studies that one could carry out based on the information it contains.

In the realm of intellectual history, many of the benefits of this collection are
obvious. One example of the things that this collection can tell us is how new ideas were
received. By looking at book reviews, especially the rather feisty ones, we can learn
about struggles within the Buddhist community, as well as struggles between the
Buddhist community and the outside world.

These periodicals can also provide a wealth of information on individuals and
communities. In addition to previously unknown articles by authors both famous and not
famous, many periodicals carried obituaries, which provide a great deal of data about
individuals that would otherwise be unknown. There were also many letters published in
these periodicals. There were letters between individuals, sometimes as part of long
series of correspondence, which can tell us a lot about their lives, thoughts, and social
interactions. Sometimes there were letters to or from one of the many Buddhist groups
active during the Republican Period. Using letters we can begin to place writers within
the context of epistolary communities. By looking at the frequency and topics of these
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letters, we will start to get a sense of the personal, organizational, and social connections
that made up the fabric of literate Buddhism in the first half of the 20" century.

We can also gain a greater understanding of the nature of Buddhist communities
at that time by examining donor information from the various periodicals (most of which
were run entirely or in large part by donations), as well as various Buddhist charitable
projects. This will tell us how Buddhists responded to the massive economic changes that
were taking place both in China and the traditional systems of financing that had, until
that period, supported the sangha.

From individuals and communities, we could turn our attention to regions. By
looking at the entire runs of several periodicals in a specific region, we could learn about
changes in Buddhism over time. Most of the regional periodicals devoted at least a few
pages at the back of each issue to news on current events in the Buddhist world. From
things as prosaic as association meetings, to hot topics like the seizure of temple lands by
government forces, all were included, though always with an emphasis on what was
happening in the periodical’s own neighborhood. Thus far there have been only general
grand narratives about changes in Buddhism in the Republican Period. This collection
will be a great boon to the microhistorian who wishes to talk about Chinese Buddhism on
a smaller geographic or chronological scale.

These are just a few of the many exciting possibilities that the MFQ and MFQB
open up for the scholar of Chinese Buddhism, and the next decade will likely see an
explosion of studies covering the early 20" century, which is something to which I am
greatly looking forward.

10
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Structure of the MFQ and MFQB

Periodicals
Supplemental 4 Periodicals
Hdichdo yin 51
Preface by HUANG Xianian (2006.10)
Information on the periodicals that appear in the MFQ), in the order in
which they appear. (58 pages) Not all periodicals have entries
Table of Contents (vols. 1-91)
Table of Contents, continued (vols. 92-204)
Title Index
Organized by the first character of article title, arranged by pinyin
Author Index
Organized by the first character of author name, arranged by pinyin

MFQB

1-83
84

85

86

Periodicals
Preface by HUANG Xianian (2007.12.12)
List of periodicals by geographic region, unclear organizational criteria
Bar graph of number of periodicals per region
List of issues held and their locations in the MFQ and MFQB
Arranged by pinyin
Supplemental information on the periodicals that appear in the MFQB, in
the order in which they appear. (75 pages) When periodicals
covered in volume 205 of the MFQ are also covered here, the
information here surpasses that found in the MFQ
Table of Contents
Title Index
Organized by the first character of article title, arranged by pinyin
Author Index
Organized by the first character of author name, arranged by pinyin
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